
AIRCRAFT CRASHES IN AND AROUND BLISWORTH PARISH

Tuesday  22nd April 1941

{Gayton Parish.  Anson N9643 of 6 SFTS [Service Flying Training School],  Little Rissington,

Glos.  Pilot lost control in cloud, dived into the ground.} Michael Gibson, ‘Aviation in
Northamptonshire’.

LAC Millward Parker Rogers, 1169759. 19yrs.

Rogers was a member of No.32 Course.  His aircraft dived vertically out of clouds from considerable height.  The Court of Inquiry agreed that the pilot lost control in clouds.

Sunday  9th November 1941

{Blisworth Parish.  Blenheim Z5810 of 13 OTU [Operational Training Unit], Bicester.  Crash

due to engine failure, caught fire.}  Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonshire’.

Sgt. E.S. Bawden, Pilot.

Sgt. Griffiths, Observer.

Sgt. Murray, WOp/AG. [Wireless Operator/Air Gunner].

Took off from Bicester on a navigation exercise.  Lost oil pressure on one engine and at 10.55 crashed making an emergency landing with wheels retracted.  All three were injured, Bawden and Griffiths very seriously.  Bawden recovered and resumed flying.  As a Flt/Sgt. he was the pilot of Halifax DK172, coded MP-L, of 76 Sqdn, Linton-on-Ouse, on 23/24 May 1943 when shot down on a raid on Dortmund at 0103 by a night fighter of NJG.1.  He and three others were killed, four others were PoW’s

Tuesday  8th June 1943

{Tiffield Parish.  Wellington BJ981 of 16 OTU, Upper Heyford, Oxon.  Spiralled into

ground, breaking up. Structural failure.} Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonhire’.

P/O Frederick A. Barber, 31 yrs. 133831, Pilot.

P/O Sam T. Daniels, 21 yrs. 132723.

Sgt. Francis J.M. Tremble, 20yrs. 1600600.

Sgt. Leslie H. Lyle, 21 yrs. 1231203.

Sgt. George A. Robbins, 28 yrs. 906980

Took off from Upper Heyford at 1359 for a cross country flight.  At 1700 aircraft suffered structural

failure and wreckage fell over a wide area.  Investigation revealed the failure of the lower booms of the

main spar in the port wing.

(I remember seeing a dull red coloured fuel tank on Gayton Wilds from this crash.)  Michael Gibson.

Wednesday  25th August 1943
{Roade Parish.  Wellington HE555 of 17 OTU, Silverstone.  Forced landed due to engine
failure, burnt out.} Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonhire’.

P/O  J.A.C. Munro, Pilot.

Took off from satellite field at Turweston, Bucks., for a training session of circuits and landings.  At 1100 the starboard engine failed and the aircraft force-landed.  Pieces of piston and rings found in filter.  Found that inner track of crankshaft bearing had failed.  It was adjudged that the forced landing was the pilot’s fault as he had to waste time strapping himself in.
Monday  4th October 1943

{Roade Parish, Stake Gate Farm.  Tomahawk AH895 of 1684 Bomber (Defence) Training Flight attached to 26 OTU, Wing, Bucks.  Crashed in a forced landing.} Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonhire’.

Sgt. W. Tuck, Pilot

One of six aircraft equipping the flight and used to train bomber crews in defence against fighter attack.

Took of from Wing at 1358 hours for a fighter affiliation exercise.  Crashed in a forced landing after engine failure at 1425.  Pilot OK.

Thursday  30th March 1944 

{Rothersthorpe Parish.  Boston BZ288 of 13 OTU, Bicester, Oxon.  Lost control in haze at

night.} Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonhire’.

Andrew Foote, 20 yrs. 1565701, Pilot.

John A. Robertson, 28 yrs. Navigator, 153584.

William B. Huxley, A424123, W/Op.

Alexander S. Gillies, 20 yrs. R200515.

Flown into ground at 23.15 a little over 1 mile NE of village, cause not known.  Considered that pilot lost control entering industrial haze from moonlight which he tried to get underneath and hit ground.

(Two local ROC [Royal observer Corps] Posts logged this event.

Duston Post reported ‘2326.  Plane crashed on 27 (Rothersthorpe)’

Brafield Post reported ‘2330.  Bright glow and flare on ground 43’ 

Wednesday  5th April 1944

{Rothersthorpe Poplars Farm.  Wellington LN482, coded OP-B of 11 OTU, Westcott, Bucks.  Lost control in cloud, broke up in dive.} Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in Northamptonhire’.

Flt/Sgt. Norman H. Hewett, 24 yrs. NZ425571, Pilot.

Sgt. Colin J. Mowat, 20 yrs. NZ437090.

Sgt. Ronald Dowling, 25 yrs. 542574.

Sgt. John A. Freeman, 22 yrs. 396618.

Sgt. Ernest V. Waller, 24 yrs. 1151544.

P/O Donald McTeer, 20 yrs. 157510

Took of from satellite field at Oakley, Bucks. At 1255 for a 2½ hour cross country exercise.  Pilot lost control in cloud and plane broke up in vertical dive, crashed and burned.  Instructor was criticised for sending the crew out in poor weather alone as pilot had not flown for 11 days.

Thursday  29th June 1944

{Roade Parish.  Wellington HF641 of 22 OTU, Wellesbourne Mountford, Warwicks.  Struck

by lightning, disintegrated.}  Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in  Northamptonhire’. 

F/O Robert J. Andrews, 21 yrs.  J27301 RCAF, Pilot.

P/O Charles E. Stephen, 30 yrs.  J36296 RCAF.

F/O Paul W. Tokar, 22 yrs.  J27116 RCAF.

Sgt. William H. Clark, 22 yrs. R193583 RCAF.

Sgt. Allan H. MacKimmie, 18 yrs. R260780 RCAF.

Sgt. John B. Sollie, 23 yrs. R150594 RCAF

Took off Wellesbourne 1335 for a navigation exercise.  Over Roade at 1720 the plane was struck by Lightning and

exploded.  The all-Canadian crew were interred at Brookwood Cemetery, near Pirbright Surrey.

Friday 7th July 1944

{Tiffield Parish.  Hadrian CG-4A of 74 TCS [Troop Carrier Squadron],434 TCG [Troop Carrier Group],

Aldermaston, Berks.}  Michael Gibson. ‘Aviation in  Northamptonhire’.

Flight Officer Hore

Flight Officer Bean

The Glider crashed near St. John’s Reformatory, Tiffield.  Both crewmen were killed and the bodies

recovered by a party from 92BG [Bomber Group] at Podington Beds [USAAF].  The crash occurred about 1600 hours.       

(I visited this crash site after the wreckage had been cleared.  The glider had crashed into a hedge and 

was obviously badly smashed.  I still puzzle why it crashed so badly as, after all, gliders are meant to

land without engines in open country.  Maybe some sort of structural failure brought loss of control.)

Michael Gibson.




