PROJECTION OR PROJECTILE ?

Official Story of  “Something That Rebounded”

Yesterday afternoon, Friday 27 January 1922, the 4.35 train from London to Birmingham and the express from Glasgow to London were involved in a strange accident, which occurred just outside Blisworth, Northamptonshire.  At present it is impossible to say what actually happened. The versions given by the railway officials and that by travellers on the train to Birmingham differ, and neither version is put forward as definite.    The railway version is that something hit one train and rebounded to the other and the impression among the travellers was that a projection from the one train caught the other.  At any rate, the railway officials' version would appear to be the more likely, as both trains were similarly damaged. Windows were broken and woodwork shattered, and many passengers were badly cut.   Among the passengers was a member of the Southern Syncopated Orchestra, Mr. Desmond, a coloured man, whose throat was so badly cut that he died before assistance could be rendered.   Sir A. D. Steel-Maitland, MP for Erdington, was also cut about the head and face, as were numerous others. 

A railway accident involving the death of one passenger and injury to a number of others occurred at six o'clock last night on the L. and N.W. Railway near Blisworth, Northamptonshire, when the 10 a.m. express from Glasgow to London was passing the 4.35 p.m., train from Euston to Birmingham and Wolverhampton.  It is stated officially that one train was hit by something that rebounded on to the other train but, in the absence of proof, it cannot be stated at present exactly what the projectile was. The trains were not derailed and there was no collision.

Mr, Desmond, the dead man whose throat had been cut by the flying fragments, is stated to be a member of the ill-fated Southern Syncopated Orchestra.  The orchestra which had established a big reputation, and was still improving on that reputa​tion until it became involved in a disaster in the Irish Sea a few months ago, when they lost eight of their members and all their instruments, and had to disband.  All the injured were attended to by doctors and nurses. The more serious cases travelled to London by a subsequent train, and were taken to hospital. Both trains were able to proceed after the damaged carriages had been removed.  On inquiry just before midnight at University College Hospital, London, it was learned that only three of the passengers were then being detained, and their injuries were not dangerous.
The Birmingham Gazette, January 28, 1922.

